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to think of the matter. Instead of replying to me, he said he
had forgotten to acquaint me with a most essential particular:
It was, that I must take care not to visit anybody until I had
been first visited.

I replied that the visiting question had not been forgotten in
my instructions, and that those instructions were to the effect
that I should act in this respect as the Due de Saint Aignan
had acted, and that the usage he had followed was to pay
the first visit to the minister of foreign affairs, and to the
councillors of state (when there were any), who are the same
as are known here under the name of ministers. Thereupon
he broke out afresh, prated, talked about the dignity of the
King, and did not allow me the opportunity of saying another
word. I abridged my visit, therefore, and went away.

However strange might appear to me these verbal orders of
such a new kind, I thought it best to speak to the Dae de Saint
Aignan and Amelot on the subject, so as to convince myself of
their novelty. Both these ambassadors, as well as those who
had preceded them, had visitocl in an exactly opposite manner;
and they thought it extravagant that I should precede the
nuncio, no matter where. Amelot told me, moreover, that I
should suffer all sorts of annoyances, and succeed in nothing, if
I refused the first visit to the minister of foreign affairs; that
as for the councillors of state, they existed only in name, the
office having fallen into desuetude ; and that I must pay other
visits to certain officers he named (three in number), who would
be justly offended and piqued if I refused them what every one
who had preceded me had rendered them. He added that I had
better take good care to do so, unless I wished to remain alone
in my house, and have the cold shoulder turned upon me by
every principal person of the Court.

By this explanation of Amelot I easily comprehended the
reason of these singular verbal orders. The Cardinal wished to
secure my failure in Spain, and my disgrace in France : in Spain
by making me offend at the outset all the greatest people and
the minister through whose hands all ray business would pass,
draw upon myself thus complaints here, which, as I had no
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